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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



Under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 1 19, Applicants hereby claim the benefit of 
the filing date of Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-289857, filed September 25, 
2000, and Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-277538, filed September 13, 2001 for 
the above-identified U.S. patent application. 

In support of this claim for priority, enclosed is one certified copy of each of the 
priority applications. 
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Translation of Priority Certificate 



JAPAN PATENT OFFICE 



This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of the following 
application as filed with this Office. 



Date of Application: September 25, 2000 

Application Number: Patent Application No. 2 000-2 89857 

Applicants ) : TOYOTA JIDOSHA KABUSHIKI KAISHA 



October 1, 2001 
Commissioner, Japan Patent Office Kozo OIKAWA 
Priority Certificate No. 2001-3089806 
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